Contact YAG laser system in abdominal surgery, in particular hepatic and pancreatic surgery.
The SLT contact Nd:YAG laser system offers a new method of obtaining a hemostatic incision through the anterior abdominal wall and a surgical tool for performing various intraabdominal resectional procedures. Advantages include reduction in intraoperative bleeding, reduced tissue damage, and tactile sensation with a reduction in laser power requirements. Sterile disposable laser scalpels, fibers, synthetic sapphire probes, and a user friendly laser system offer a new dimension in intraabdominal surgery, especially relating to liver and pancreatic surgery. Potentially, all general surgical procedures could use the SLT contact laser, which may, in the future, replace conventional electrocautery and the surgical steel scalpel. Cost containment and improved quality of care will probably be the driving forces for its acceptance.